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Fellow ASIS Denver Mile-Hi 

Members:  

It is Spring time in the Rockies!  Base-
ball has started with a promising out-
look for the Rockies, basketball is 
winding down to the playoffs, the 
weather is steadily improving into the 
тлΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƴŎƻǎ Φ Φ Φ ǿŜƭƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 
is football ς ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ о ƻǳǘ ƻŦ п άŀƛƴΩǘ 
ōŀŘέ Φ Φ Φ  

ASIS International 
recently announced 
the awards for Chapter 
Newsletter of the Year 
and Chapter Website 
of the Year . . .  I am 
very proud to an-
nounce that our Den-
ver ASIS Mile Hi Chap-
ter won Honorable 
Mention (2nd place) in BOTH CATEGO-
RIES!  This is a tremendous accomplish-
ment as our chapter has undertaken 
the tremendous task of revising and 
updating both during the past year. 

Due to the hard work and dedication 
of Billy Hodge and Cassie Baker, we 
achieved fantastic results with both 
and received national recognition for 
their efforts!  Congratulations to both 
Billy and Cassie for your excellent 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΗ 

Our March meeting was really informa-
tive with Mark Kolar presenting the 
evolution of IP Video Management 
Systems.  The presentation was great 
and gave a good description of the 
migration from older analog systems 
to the current and future applications 
of surveillance systems advancements. 

Our April Chapter Meeting will again 
be held at the Johnson & Wales Cam-
pus, University Event Center, room 
B189 on the second level.  Our speaker 
this month will be Lewis Koski, Agent in 
Charge of the Colorado Medical Mari-
juana Enforcement Division.  He will 

give us some great insights into the 
medical marijuana operations and 
regulations currently undergoing 
revisions within Colorado.  This will 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ŀ άƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ 
encourage our members to bring 
guests that may benefit from this 
informational presentation. 

The Chapter upcoming events have 
been formalized and I am pleased to 

announce that we will 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƻǳǊέ Ǉǳǘ 
together by Tony Quadri, 
that will be a behind the 
scenes look at Invesco Mile 
High Stadium in July, 2011.  
This will be a two hour in 
depth look at the security 
operations and will be a 
very interesting summer 
activity!  There will be an 

option of a lunch following the tour 
for those that wish to stay afterward.  
More information will be forthcoming 
in the next month. 

We have also begun working on our 
Annual Chapter Summer Shoot in 
August.  Robin Brown and Billy Hodge 
ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƻǇ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
fantastic fun event.  They will be 
releasing more information as they 
confirm location and events going 
forward soon. 

The Board met on Aril 6, and dis-
cussed our future Chapter Meeting 
locations.  The approval to hold our 
May chapter business meeting and 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ tŀǘǎȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ 
approved and will be scheduled in the 
website calendar with more informa-
tion.  The meals will be optional, and 
not required, so we can continue the 
άƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ 

Vinnie Wincelowicz has announced 
that we currently have a total of 85 
paid members in the chapter.  Those 
that paid prior to the March 1st dead-

line are included in the 2011 Chapter 
Directory which was mailed out last 
week.  Others that have paid after the 
directory cutoff date will be announced 
in the chapter newsletter to update 
contact information.  The Board has 
authorized the reduction in email distri-
ōǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ά.ǳƭƪέ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛǎǘ 
(everyone that has communicated with 
the chapter in the past) to the regis-
tered and paid membership list, so if 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊπ
tant chapter information as we go for-
ward, I encourage you to send in your 
renewal application and dues payments 
soon. 

The Board also authorized the addition 
ƻŦ ŀ άaŜƳōŜǊǎ hƴƭȅέ ŀǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇπ
ter Website.  This area will be restricted 
to paid membership only, and will con-
tain important information that is avail-
able only to the paid chapter members.  
More information as this change is 
implemented during the next 60 days. 

We will be sending out a chapter survey 
ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
suggestions as to how chapter improve-
ments can be made.  Meeting presenta-
tions that would be beneficial to mem-
bers, activities that members would like 
to see and that would benefit education 
and growth, etc.  Look for the survey in 
your email soon, and please respond 
with your comments.  We are always 
looking for ways to improve our chapter 
for our membership, and your input is 
critical to our success! 

We need YOUR INVOLVEMENT in our 
Chapter to make it a success and bene-
ficial to all our membership!  Get in-
volved by attending our meetings and 
offering suggestions as to how we can 
raise our Chapter to a higher level!   
Sign up for a committee to offer your 
expertise in our (YOUR) chapter organi-
zation! 
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I look forward to seeing you all 
at our  next Chapter Business 
meeting on Tuesday, April 19, 

2011 at JWU! 

Warmest Regards, 

Sam Adair, CPP, CSM, CIPM 

ASIS Mile-Hi Chapter Chairman 
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APRIL Member Profi le  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Smith, CPP is the leading authority on organizational self-defense.  He spent more than a decade in law 
enforcement, including working on a special team focused on street-level drug interdiction.  He is also ex-
perienced in security management, directing the security operations at several locations.  He taught critical 
incident response for school administrators.  Eric has developed staff education and security awareness 
training programs for employees and security staff members.  He has also instructed critical incident com-
mand leaders on how to handle emergency procedures. 

 

Currently, Eric is the Director of Security of Exempla Healthcare for HSS.  He is the current President of the 
International Association of Healthcare Security and Safety (IAHSS), Colorado Chapter.  Prior to joining HSS, 
Eric was a police officer in Boulder, Colorado, where he served as a firearm and emergency driving instruc-
tor, as well as a field training officer. 

 

After authoring various articles on law enforcement and security topics, he has contributed to two books 
ƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Iƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ άHealthy Access to Healthcare: Visitor 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎέ, is available online through Amazon.com (paperback) or electronically on Kin-
dle.  Recently, Eric developed an active shooter guideline for IAHSS after helping to plan and conduct a full-
scale scenario involving SWAT, police responders, bomb squads and negotiators in an urban hospital. 

 

As an avid writer and trainer, Eric has created a website and blog at www.businesskarate.com.  The blog 
includes security tips and suggestions for business leaders and anyone interested in personal security.  
Topics include corporate espionage and suggestions on how to survive a robbery. 

 

Eric obtained his Certified Protection Professional (CPP) the preeminent security management certification 
through ASIS International.  He holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in International Business and Marketing 
from the University of Colorado. 

 

http://www.businesskarate.com
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Mark Kolar Presenting to the Chapter John Salanitro teaching for the CPP review 

Chris Read receiving an award for his leadership 
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New Mile -Hi Chapter Members  

The following individuals are new members to our chapter, 
please add them to your membership directory.  

Welcome to our Chapter 

Jennifer I Walden, Regis Student Member 

2500 S. York Street, Apt 413 

Denver, CO 80210  

Email: jiwalden221@yahoo.com 

 

Derek M. Richter, 1st Lieutenant, Colorado National Guard 

PO Box 958 

Brighton, CO 80601 

Email: info@derekrichter.com 

 
Peter Haug 

6607 S. Killarney Ct.  

Aurora, CO 80016 

Email: phaug@ameritech.net or peter@kapapdenver.com 

 
Sofia Aguilar 

2795 S. Shoshone, Suite A 

Englewood, CO 80110 
 
 

mailto:jiwalden221@yahoo.com
mailto:info@derekrichter.com
mailto:phaug@ameritech.net
mailto:peter@kapapdenver.com
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Article of the Month  
 

Virtual Kidnapping a Real Crime  
                

International travel is an adventure where you can experience new foods, see new locations and 
sites and enjoy different cultures.  Most of us are fine with the adventure ending there and do not 
want to become a victim of criminals taking advantage of travelers.  Unfortunately, that happens 
to thousands every year. 

 As technology changes so do the types of crimes faced by us all, whether traveling or not.  One ex-
ample that has been rampant in Mexico and South America has been the virtual kidnapping.  Ac-
cording to one news story from CBS, there were 44,000 attempts at virtual kidnapping in a few 
months.   

 So what is virtual kidnapping?  There are different methods and ways to carry out this crime.  The 
most basic is that a traveler has their cell phone stolen or pick pocketed and the suspect uses it to 
call home or other contacts from the address book.  The caller will announce that the owner of the 
cell phone has been kidnapped and that money must be immediately sent via Western Union to 
release the victim.  Many relatives will immediately wire the money out of fear for their loved 
one.  hŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 
ŀƴȅ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 Of course, as potential victims become more aware of scams like this, the likelihood of the 
ΨƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜǊǎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŘǊƻǇǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
think that they won the Nigerian lottery and only need to wire money to get their check.  So the 
tactics adapt and improve. 

Potential virtual kidnappers now need to plan their fake abductions a little more carefully to be-
come more believable.  In one case, a mother received a call from a woman crying for help.  The 
voice sounded like her daughter and was very convincing amidst the demands for money by a male 
voice ς until the daughter begged her father to help.  The mother realized the call was a fake as the 
father had been dead for several years. 

Often, we make ourselves great potential victims before we even get on the flight to take us to our 
international destination.  Facebook and other social sites have become a great way to share infor-
mation with friends about upcoming travel, but, unfortunately, are also a very useful intelligence 
tool for someone with Internet access half a world away to learn of our travels as well.  Even 
Linked In has a travel feature that lets contacts know where we will be and when.  Even if you as-
sume that only your contacts can see your plan, do you really believe that all 500 of your Facebook 
friends are really people you know well? 
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hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
posts.  So unless you plan on keeping your travel plans top secret from even friends and relatives 
you may need to take some other precautions. 

 One is to arrange to have code words or phrases with family in case you are kidnapped 
abroad.  One security source recommends having two code words, one to let your family know 
that you are okay and the other to let them know you are not and that you are in a dangerous 
situation.  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ άǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘΦ  ! άƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜέ 
kidnapper will expect that before they will get any ransom paid and will be prepared to let the vic-
tim talk directly to family on the phone.  If not, then no ransom should be paid ς the victim may 
already be dead or may not even have been kidnapped. 

 This type of crime may not sound serious, but imagine being in that position.  Knowing that your 
son, daughter, or spouse was traveling in a risky country and then you get a phone call demanding 
ŀ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜǊ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
tempted to pay anything to get your family freed?  That is a natural reaction and that is what 
makes this crime so much more frightening than other types of frauds or scams ς your loved one 
may be in danger and you will be worried until you hear from them and hear that they are okay. 

 International travel can involve so many different types of risks that it is always a good idea to 
check with the U.S. State Department for specific crime information and travel advisories to your 
destination before your trip.  A quick review of potential problems and pre-planning can make all 
the difference between having a fun travel adventure or a terrifying and dangerous experience. 

 
Eric Smith CPP 
Cƻƭƭƻǿ 9ǊƛŎΩǎ ōƭƻƎ Ϫ όōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƪŀǊŀǘŜΦōƭƻƎǎǇƻǘΦŎƻƳύ.  
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